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Apostrophes can be used in two ways, to show possession or to make a contraction. 
[bookmark: _6f4hyrctmw3x]POSSESSION
Add an apostrophe and an “s” to show possession. (Example: That is my friend’s favorite restaurant.)
[bookmark: _5bt25787d6lz]PLURAL WORDS ENDING IN “s” 
[bookmark: _pfuqpufy9gy1]Add an apostrophe to plural words ending in “s” after the “s” to show possession.

1. Rock fans’ t-shirts (multiple rock fans)
2. The bakers’ convention (multiple bakers)
3. The students’ injuries (multiple students) 
4. The doctors’ office (multiple doctors)
[bookmark: _dgbjb5qfdh7w]SINGULAR WORDS ENDING IN “s” 
When a singular word ends in “s,” show possession by adding either “ ‘s ” or just an apostrophe. Use     “ ‘s ” if it sounds natural. Only use an apostrophe if the extra “s” sounds awkward. Both are correct. Be consistent and follow your style guide or teacher

1. Steve Rogers’ house (no additional “s”)
2. Bucky Barnes’s car (additional “s”)
[bookmark: _yixcoblvei35]
[bookmark: _bvvz1ek110o5]CONTRACTIONS
A contraction is used when two words are shortened and turned into one. The apostrophe is used to indicate the joining of the two words. Academic writing typically avoids the use of contractions.

1. Can’t = can not 
2. Could’ve = could have 
3. It’s = it is
[bookmark: _jl1gg01syn1c]It’s AND Its

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]It’s and its are commonly confused. Because the apostrophe is used to show possession, “it’s” is often thought to show possession. However, “its” is already a possessive pronoun; therefore, it does not need an apostrophe. “It’s” (it is) is actually a contraction; therefore, it does need an apostrophe to show the omission of certain letters
[bookmark: _8xgjq2smx8tc]WHEN NO APOSTROPHE IS NEEDED
1. Do not use an apostrophe to make a word plural. Instead, add “s” or “es” (ex: pencils & dishes).
2. Do not add apostrophes to verbs. This mistake is commonly made with “sees” or “says.” 
3. Do not add an apostrophe to possessive pronouns (his, hers, yours, ours, theirs, and its) because these words’ function is to indicate possession.

[bookmark: _unhei3fgoqai]
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]For further questions about apostrophes, refer to page 75 in the Blue Book or visit the Writing Center.
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