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Outlining will help you identify how each piece of your essay relates to your topic and supports your thesis. 
[bookmark: _k2sj1edcp4x0]BEFORE OUTLINING
The steps below are pre-writing exercises and can help writers develop ideas for a paper. 

Determine the purpose of the paper (is it to persuade or to inform?)



Determine the audience of the paper (consider demographics, location, what the audience wants or needs, what kind of content are you providing for them and why, etc.)



After you have determined the purpose and audience of your paper, do the following:

Brainstorm ideas to include in the paper (what do you want to talk about?)









Research to find sources to support the purpose of the paper 
· There are many sources students have to assist with research. The McKay Library has an array of databases that are great for different kinds of research. Through the online library, you can even schedule an appointment to meet with a librarian. Take a look at the Researching Help handout for more resources.

Develop a thesis for the paper (discuss thesis statements with your tutor, or refer to the thesis handout)







[bookmark: _gjdgxs]After developing ideas for a specific paper, a student can then move into outlining the paper.
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[bookmark: _30j0zll]There are many different ways to outline a paper. Follow instructions from your rubric and teacher on what kind of essay outline is best for your essay. Different patterns help with different kinds of papers. Some patterns put opposing viewpoints in different places, for instance. This basic outline is one that many essays will follow.
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Introduction

A. Hook (how will you grab the attention of your reader? Consider using an interesting fact, something shocking, an important statistic, etc.): 





B. Background Information (what information is needed to help the reader understand your thesis?):







C. Thesis:







Body

A. Idea One

1. Claim (the sentence that introduces the first idea):





2. Evidence to support reasoning: 






3. Analysis of how the evidence supports your claim (this is where you really put your voice into the paper. What does all of your information mean?):









B. Idea Two

1. Claim:





2. Evidence to support reasoning:







3. Analysis of how the evidence supports your claim:







C. Idea Three

1. Claim:






2. Evidence to support reasoning:







3. Analysis of how the evidence supports your claim:







Conclusion

A. Summary of main points or claims









B. Restate thesis (be sure that in restating your thesis you do not copy it word for word)





C. Call to Action/Broad-view conclusion (what does your main idea mean in general? What is your main takeaway? Leave your paper on a strong note.)






There are many ways to outline and plan an essay. This is one of the best ways we’ve found and used in regards to writing. Tailor these strategies to you and your needs to make the most out of outlining essays in the future. If you’re having a hard time or are experiencing writer’s block, come to the Writing Center and meet with a tutor. We’re here to help.
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