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Sound Alliance and Vocal Union Fact Sheet 

 

• Sound Alliance and Vocal Union combine to create an upbeat instrumental and vocal 

concert that will entertain and inspire audiences of all ages. Both groups represent what is 

best in the students at BYU-Idaho, and together present a multi-faceted and interwoven 

program of inspiring vocal and instrumental jazz selections through quality music that 

leaves one feeling good. 

 

o Known as BYU-Idaho’s premier jazz ensemble, Sound Alliance is composed of 

17 musicians selected through a highly competitive audition process. Their 

repertoire ranges from highly artistic to "just-for-the-fun-of-it."  

 

o Leaving audiences spellbound with their precision harmonies and vocal energy, 

Vocal Union is an ensemble of 12 singers that performs some of the very best in 

popular, big band, and classic jazz tunes.  

 

• Ensemble members are prepared to teach as well as perform, and look forward to every 

opportunity to share their talent. 

 

• The ensembles are under the direction of Dr. Mark Watkins and Nori Brower, faculty 

members of the BYU-Idaho Department of Music. Watkins received his doctorate from 

Indiana University and is the director of jazz studies at BYU-Idaho. Brower received a 

bachelor of music education in choral and general music from Utah State University. In 

addition to Vocal Union, she teaches music theory and ear training courses. 

 

• BYU-Idaho is located in Rexburg, Idaho, and is affiliated with The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Prior to September 2001, BYU-Idaho was known as Ricks 

College, which was founded in 1888. 

• BYU-Idaho enrolls students from all 50 states and over 40 countries. Thanks to its unique 

track system, each year the university serves 34,000 on-campus students and 15,000 

online degree-seeking students from around the world.  

• For more information about Sound Alliance and Vocal Union, visit 

www.byui.edu/performance-tours 

 

 


