
Citing religious sources 
 
 MLA Documentation  
	
In-Text	Citation:	
The	first	time	you	cite	a	scripture	from	a	particular	religious	work,	you	must	include,	either	in	the	text	or	in	a	
parenthetical	citation,	the	element	that	begins	the	Works	Cited	entry.	If	citing	in	formal	MLA	format,	use	periods	to	
separate	the	chapter	and	verse	instead	of	colon.	Books	must	also	be	abbreviated.	For	examples	of	proper	abbreviations	
look	at	the	abbreviations	handout.	For	more	information,	refer	to	page	164	of	MLA	Handbook	for	Writers	of	Research	
Papers	7th	ed.		
	
Ex:	“If	I	wash	thee	not,	thou	hast	no	part	with	me…”	(The	Holy	Bible,	John	13.8).	
							As	John	stated	in	the	in	The	Holy	Bible,	“If	I	wash	thee	not,	thou	hast	no	part	with	me…”	(John		13.8).		
	
For	additional	references,	(any	time	you	cite	a	scripture	after	the	first	one),	you	will	only	include	the	book,	the	chapter,	
and	the	verse.		
	
Works	Cited:		
Follow	the	example	below,	take	note	that	the	book,	chapter,	and	verse	will	not	be	written	in	the	full	Works	Cited	
citation.	
	

Citing The book of Mormon And other common religious sources  
	
MLA	
	
The	Book	of	Mormon.	Trans.	Joseph	Smith,	Jr.	Salt	Lake	City,	UT:	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints,	1981,	2nd	
Nephi	32.3.		
	
Preach	My	Gospel.		Salt	Lake	City,	UT:	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints,	2004,	pp	23-46.		
	
The	Doctrine	and	Covenants	of	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints.	Salt	Lake	City,	UT:	The	Church	of	Jesus	
Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints,	1981.	Section	5.		
	
Randall,	Naomi	W.	“I	Am	a	Child	of	God.”	LDS	Hymnal,	Salt	Lake	City,	UT:	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints,	
1981.	301	

 
	

APa Documentation  
In	APA,	the	Bible	and	other	major	works	are	not	required	in	the	Reference	page.	Only	in-text	citations	are	required.	
However,	in	the	first	citation,	you	must	identify	the	edition	used.	A	colon	is	used	to	separate	the	chapter	and	verse	
instead	of	a	period.	Use	abbreviations	for	book	titles.	For	examples	look	at	the	abbreviations	handout.	For	more	
information,	refer	to	page	179	of	the	Publication	Manual	of	the	American	Psychological	Association.		
	
In-Text	Citation	for	The	Holy	Bible,	Quran,	and	Book	of	Mormon		
Ex:	“If	I	wash	thee	not,	thou	hast	no	part	with	me…”	(John	13:8	King	James).	
Ex:	As	John	stated	in	the	King	James	edition	of	The	Holy	Bible,	“If	I	wash	thee	not,	thou	hast	no	part	with	me…”	(13:8).	



(Quran	5:25)	
(Mosiah	2:41	Book	of	Mormon)		
	
Additional	In-Text	Citations:	
For	other	religious	sources	that	are	not	major	works,	you	must	add	them	to	your	references	page.	
	
“Family:	A	Proclamation	to	the	World”		
(Shortened	title,	paragraph	#)		
Ex:	(The	Family,	para.	3)			
	
General	Conference	Talks	and	Ensign	Articles.		
(Surname,	year,	p.	#	or	paragraph	#)		
Ex:	(Cook,	2014,	p.	55)	(Cook,	2014,	para.	5)	
	
LDS	Church	Manuals		
(Surname,	year,	p.	#)			
	
References:	
	
“Family:	A	Proclamation	to	the	World.”	(1995,	November).	Ensign,	25,	p.	102.	
	
General	Conference	Talks	and	Ensign	Articles:	
Cook,	Q.	L.	(2014,	November).	Choose	Wisely.	Ensign,	44(11),	55-57.	
	
LDS	Church	Manuals:	
The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints.	(2013).	Strengthening	and	preserving	the	family.	Teachings	of	Presidents	

of	the	Church:	Joseph	Fielding	Smith	(pp.	72-81).	
	

 
Chicago Documentation 
Citations	for	religious	texts	in	a	Chicago	Style	paper	will	appear	in	the	footnotes,	but	not	in	the	bibliography.	
Traditionally	a	colon	is	used	between	the	chapter	and	verse,	but	a	period	is	also	acceptable	in	this	format.	Use	
abbreviations	for	book	titles.	For	examples	look	at	the	abbreviations	handout.	For	more	information,	refer	to	section	
14.253	of	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style	16th	ed.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


