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[bookmark: _lntg56ljm653]Confused Words
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Some words sound alike but have different meanings and/or spellings. These words, called homophones, often create confusion in writing. Below is a list that includes some of the most common confor writers. For any questions regarding confused words, refer to page 91 of the Blue Book or visit the Writing Center.

[bookmark: _6re3j2s9ifce]Accept / Except
Accept is a verb. In other words, someone or something must be doing the accepting.

Example:
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]That store does not accept credit cards.
[bookmark: _qmxk3fbnxl8z]
Except functions like the word “excluding.”

Example:
I like all ice cream flavors except chocolate.
[bookmark: _xbstuu5um9nd]Advice / Advise
Advice refers to counsel and is used as a noun.

Example: 
I received great advice from my tutor.

Advise is the act of giving advice and is a verb.

Example: 
The Jedi Council was supposed to advise Anakin.
[bookmark: _5oyksvls0kx1]
[bookmark: _ytrtgrtvplrl]

[bookmark: _96u2ma2plffr]Affect / Effect
Affect is a verb; someone or something must “affect” something else.

Example: 
That movie affected me quite a bit. (The movie did the affecting.)

Effect mostly functions as a noun.

Example: 
That movie had an effect on my sleep. (Effect is a “thing” [noun] that happened as a result of the movie.)
[bookmark: _zfo4hfimq624]Are / Our
Are is a form of the verb “be” and describes a state of being.

Example: 
We are driving to California today.

Our is the possessive form of “we.”

Example: 
Our grandparents are meeting us there.
[bookmark: _phnfewtz9rr4]

[bookmark: _5qxsja9aho2a]Capital / Capitol
Capital refers to uppercase letters, money, or a big city.

Example: 
The capital city has schools that teach children how to use capital letters.

Capitol refers to a building of legislation

Example: 
They all went to the capitol building for a field trip.
[bookmark: _9wlc37qiffis]Coarse / Course
Coarse is an adjective that means rough.

Example: 
The road was coarse like sandpaper.

Course is a noun that refers to a path, sequence, or class.

Example: 
The college dance course is taking the dancers on a group-building expedition to an obstacle course.
[bookmark: _wcjkp8gf199x]Compliment / Complement
Compliment refers to praise.

Example: 
I give my compliments to the chef.

Complement refers to something that goes nicely with something else.

Example: 
The appetizer complemented the steak and potatoes.
[bookmark: _kris24vznw6v]

[bookmark: _n4985597rpdt]Conscience / Conscious
Conscience is your inner voice that tells you what is right or wrong.

Example:
My conscience told me not to stay at that party.

Conscious means to be aware of things around you.

Example: 
If you are knocked out, you would be unconscious.
[bookmark: _musvgd1c9lsb]Counsel / Council
Counsel refers to giving advice. 

Council is the group that gives the advice.

Example: 
Obi Wan Kenobi received counsel from the Jedi Council.
[bookmark: _4p25mkqks3l1]Desert / Dessert
Desert is a dry, barren landscape.

Example: Anikin Skywalker hates the sand in the desert of Tatooine.

Dessert is a sweet food.

Example: The dessert on the cruise is the best I have ever had.
[bookmark: _v8epmzfy72pn]Farther / Further
Farther refers to a distance that can be measured.

Example: 
How much farther do we have to walk?

Further indicates unmeasurable, abstract distance, or a degree of something.

Example: 
I don’t want to talk about it further.
[bookmark: _ddv640m5r9ya]Feel / Fill
Feel means to touch something or have a sensation.

Example:
 I feel happy when my friends come to visit me.

Fill means to make full.

Example: 
Please fill that vase with water. 

[bookmark: _6em5bupsif71]Fewer / Less
Fewer is countable.

Example: 
There are fewer gallons of water.

Less can’t be counted.

Example: 
There is less water.
[bookmark: _dubmnlt22y4w]It’s / Its
Its is the possessive form of the pronoun “it.”

Example: 
The dog lost its collar outside.

 It’s is the contraction for “it is.”

Example: 
It’s not too late to change your mind.

Hint: The source of confusion here is that we think an apostrophe is used to show possession (Bob’s car). While this is true, the word “its” is already a possessive word by nature, like the words “his” or “her.” No apostrophe is necessary.

[bookmark: _7chdry9h7wwz]Lay / Lie
Lay is a verb and must be accompanied by an object.

Example: 
Lay the paper down on the desk.

Lie means “to recline.”

Example:
You should go lie down on the bed.
[bookmark: _5uq4y9v30tks]Loose / Lose
Loose is the opposite of tight.

Example: 
The lid on the jar is loose.

Lose is the present form of lost.

Example: 
Stay close so we don’t lose you in the crowd.
[bookmark: _1e9de3k72ycj]Of / Have
Be careful whenever could of, should of, would of, might of, or must of appear in your writing. It almost always indicates an incorrect use of the contraction for have: could’ve, should’ve, would’ve, might’ve, must’ve.

Incorrect: I could of won if that guy hadn’t tripped me.

Correct: I could have (could’ve) won if that guy hadn’t tripped me.

Incorrect: I should of gone to Hawaii with my friends.

Correct: I should’ve (should have) gone to Hawaii with my friends.



Passed / Past
Passed means “to move forward.”

Example: 
I passed that car yesterday evening.

Past refers to time

Example: 
There’s something fishy with her past.

Past also indicates “beyond.”

Example: 
Go past the next light. Then turn right.
[bookmark: _7y0u7m96lofs]Principal / Principle
Principal is the person in charge of your school.

Example: 
The principal directed the assembly.

Hint: The princiPAL is your pal.

Principle is something that controls your actions.

Example: 
I won’t lie because of my principles
[bookmark: _uqb3b5uobp7r]Sense / Since
Sense relates to perception

Example: 
I sense your frustration.

Sense is also a “feel” for how something works

Example: 
Sense of humor; Sense of justice

Since relates to time. Since also means because.

Example: 
We haven’t eaten since noon.
[bookmark: _vx11uqnokk4y]Sight / Site / Cite
Sight is seeing.

Example: 
It was miraculous; his sight returned!

Site is location.

Example: 
The construction site is dangerous.

Cite is the word for referencing source material.

Example:
Her English class taught her to cite her sources.
[bookmark: _e9kfwvuxrng1]Than / Then
Than indicates comparison: better than, worse than, taller than, colder than, etc…

Example: 
I like apples more than oranges.

Then indicates sequence or consequence: First____ then ____. If ___, then____.

Example:
If you don’t study for the test, then you won’t pass this class.
[bookmark: _qgwu0e6bn19j]Their / There / They’re
Their shows possession.

Example: 
I just love their new car.

There indicates place or existence.

Examples: 
Put the cup right there. (place)

There is a problem. (existence)

They’re is a contraction of the words they are.
[bookmark: _gxu7rjspz6yc]Threw / Through
Threw is past tense for throw.

Example: 
He threw the football farther than anyone.

Through refers to movement.

Example: 
The Rexburg wind cut right through his jacket.
[bookmark: _4mm8ugtfia31]To / Too / Two
Too means also or indicates an excess of something.

Examples: 
I like to go to the movies too. (also)

That movie had too much violence. (excess)

Two is the number.

To should be used in all other cases.
[bookmark: _xd9cjy9iem17]Weather / Whether
Weather relates to the sun, rain, and clouds.

Whether introduces an option.

Example: 
It doesn’t matter whether or not you agree with me.
[bookmark: _6fs9xtelkrwp]Wear / Where
Wear relates to clothing or carrying things.

Example: 
I usually don’t wear earrings.

Where indicates place.

Example: 
I want to live where wild animals roam free.

Hint: wEAR = you are wearing EARings. wHERE refers to a place, just like HERE.
[bookmark: _wqbo7q45empd]Were / We’re
Were is a past tense form of the verb to be.

Example: 
We were at the party together last night.

We’re is a contraction of we are.

Example: 
We’re going to win the lottery any day now.

Hint: Does it make sense if you “un-contract” it? If 
so, use “we’re.”
[bookmark: _3c65xt9b6fv]Who / Whom
Who is the subject of the sentence.

Whom is the object of the sentence.

Example: 
Who decided whom will be attending the party.
[bookmark: _n39zdmkc6r08]Whose / Who’s
[bookmark: _30j0zll]Whose shows possession.
[bookmark: _pixmtpmmb2pv]
Example: 
Whose jacket is this?

Who’s is a contraction for who is.

Example: 
Who’s going to the movie with me?
[bookmark: _dahavsri8abt]Your / You’re
Your is a possessive pronoun.

You’re is a contraction for “you are.”

Example: 
It’s your problem if you’re to act like that.
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