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[bookmark: _qr6eivjb2ftq]PROPER NOUNS
These words must be capitalized:
· Languages
· Nationalities
· Countries
· Racial and ethnic groups
· Dog breeds (only when they include a proper noun)
· Diseases (only when they use someone’s name)
[bookmark: _wse4r9fc093o]SENTENCES
Capitalize the first word of every sentence—even in emails.

Examples:
Do not feed the alligator.
Professor Smith, 
I have a question.

[bookmark: _khgy6indh9r2]QUOTATIONS
Capitalize the first word of every quotation.
Do not capitalize the first word if the quotation is the completion of a previously started sentence.

Example: 
As Mark Twain once said, “Nothing so needs reforming as other people’s habits.”  
“Nothing so needs reforming,” Mark Twain once said, “as other people’s habits.”

Do not capitalize the first word of a quotation if it is integrated with the sentence.

Example: 
Mark Twain’s idea that “nothing so needs reforming as other people’s habits” is preposterous.
[bookmark: _4zygpqnz6bbh]TITLES OF CREATIVE WORKS
Capitalize the first and last word and all important words. Do not capitalize articles, short conjunctions, or prepositions unless they begin or end the title.

Examples:
· Where the Red Fern Grows
· “Ode on a Grecian Urn”
[bookmark: _cp19it8qe1kv]DAYS, MONTHS, & HOLIDAYS
Capitalize days of the week, months, and holidays. Do not capitalize seasons. (Capitalize what is found on a calendar.)

Examples: 
Monday, March, Christmas, winter, fall
[bookmark: _4wadc3hx327i]NAMES & PERSONAL TITLES
Capitalize titles when used in place of a person’s name or when attached to a person’s name.

[bookmark: _h5eyifmg4kof]Examples:
· Have you talked to Mom yet?
· Let’s invite Aunt Jane for dinner.
· In history today, Professor Smith was late.

Do not capitalize titles when they are not acting as a name.

Examples:
· You must email the professor.
· Will you ask your mom?

To test if a title is acting as a name, replace it with your name. For example, “I talked to Mom” would make sense as “I talked to Selene,” but “I talked to my mom” could not be “I talked to my Selene.”
[bookmark: _h4in8l86da79]ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
Capitalize academic subjects only when their names are based on countries or languages, or when they indicate a specific class, not just a general subject.

Examples:
· Have you taken Psychology 201?
· I like my American literature class.
· I am not a fan of history.
· I wish I had a better time slot for Science 101. 

RELIGION
Capitalize specific religions or names of deity. General references like “the gods” are not capitalized. 

Some styles also capitalize pronouns that refer to deity. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints capitalizes pronouns referring to Jesus Christ and Heavenly Father.

Examples:
· I am Catholic, and he is a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
· Are you Christian?
· God loves you and me.
· I believe in Jesus Christ and His teachings.
[bookmark: _k8ja0ex70z5e]LOCATIONS 
Capitalize the names of specific locations, cities, and street names. Do not capitalize general directions.

Examples:
· Madison Hospital
· Rexburg
· Elm Street
· London
· Rocky Mountains
· I live in the South. (as a location)
· I turned west. (as a direction)
Additional note: Do not capitalize for emphasis.
Example: 
This is VERY difficult.
[bookmark: _5j8znopltknt]
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]For further questions about capitalization, refer to page 83 in the Blue Book or visit the Writing Center.
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