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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Colossians 3:16

Welcome to this evening’s Hymn Festival! Hymns are the sacred music of the people of the Church. Hymns
teach doctrine, invite the Spirit, comfort the soul, and unify the congregation. Because they are sung by the
entire body of worshippers, they are most often led by the organ, whose tone is able to fill the room and support

many hundred voices singing together. The hymns that you will be singing tonight are the result of creative efforts
by poets and composers. Hymn texts were solicited last fall, and those selected from many entries were forwarded
to BYU-Idaho composition students and faculty who set these texts to music. The final results are in this program

tonight. We look forward to hearing them for the first time as we sing these hymns together.

We welcome submissions of original hymn texts for next year’s nineteenth annual festival. The criteria for entries
is as follows:

Hymn texts must be on doctrinal themes and in a common poetic meter that facilitates setting them to strophic
music (this is what allows many verses of a hymn to be sung to the same tune). See page 405 in the LDS hymnal
for information about the meter of hymn texts. Selected texts will be forwarded to composition students who will
create a tune and a harmonization for the text. It is also possible to submit additional original verses to public
domain texts that already exist in the hymnal. If desired, the new submitted hymn text can also be sung to an

existing LDS hymn tune that is in the public domain.

Please note that due to the volume of entries, not all submitted texts can be used in the Festival. We also reserve
the right to make minor editorial emendations to submitted material to facilitate the flow of text with music. The

poets and composers whose work is selected for the festival retain the copyright for their creations.

Any submissions to be considered for next year’s festival are due no later than Friday, October 16, 2026. Please
include the following with your submission: your name, address, e-mail address, phone number, and two
scriptural references that support the text (such as are provided for each hymn in the LDS hymnal).

Submissions can be sent to:
BYU-Idaho Hymn Festival
Music Department

525 South Center Street

Rexburg, ID 83460-1210

Or submitted via e-mail at: hymnfestival@byui.edu

Thank you for joining us this evening!

All material in this program that is not in the public domain is

copyright by their individual creators as notated below each hymn.



He Gathereth His Sheep

John 10:14-16 | 1 Nephi 22:25
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1.He gath - 'reth his sheep; he shall  know them by name,
2.He gath - 'reth his sheep to  the fold of his care,
3.He gath - 'reth his sheep with a voice clear and kind,
4.He gath - 'reth his sheep from all na - tions a - broad,
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Through tem - pest and shad - ow, his mer - cy the same.
Where pas - tures are green and the Spir - it is there.
That reach - es the lost and gives  sight to the blind.
0] - nit - ing the hearts that will  turn to their God.
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From moun - tains and de - serts, from wand - 'ring a - far
The hun - gry are nour - ished, the  thirst - y are blessed.
No dark - ness can hide from His  search - ing em - brace,
Till one fold, one Shep - herd, his prom - ise is true,
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He  calls to his fold as the  bright Morn - ing Star.
The wear - y find shel - ter and  heal - ing and rest.
No Sor - Trow can stand 'gainst the  warmth of his grace.
And  all shall find pas - ture both  me and both you.
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Text: Shelley Arnold © 2026
Music: Lewis Garner © 2026



The Patriarchal Blessing

John 14:27 | 2 Nephi 32:3
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1. Each bless - ing from the Lord a bove,
2. Through tri - als hard and strug gles deep.
3.Go treas - ure it and hold it near,
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Will guide our lives with hope and love.
God's words of peace our hearts will keep.
Its truths can calm each doubt and fear.
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These gifts will show the path to take,
Christ's light to help us find our way,
A prom - ise toward e - ter ni ty,
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To fol - low him through  each day break
And feel his love each pass - ing day.
And ill/\‘h that we are meant/\l to be.
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Text: Melinda Nielsen © 2025
Mousic: Justin Nielsen © 2025



Morning Prayer

2 Nephi 2:27 | Alma 37:37
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I.Stand - ing at a cross - roads, 0, which way should I go?
2Ear - ly in the morn - ing, As I rise ev - ery day,
3. Teach me of the rea -  sons, The out - come of my deeds
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Should 1 2o to thee, my Fa - ther, Or con-tin - ue towards our foe?
What do makes  my path clear; O, help me choose  thy way.
Give me  pow'r to act in faith; O, please, Lord, meet my needs.
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[ can't con-tin - ue for - ward With - out turn-ing one way.
Dear Lord, guide my di - rec - tion; Help me choose the right
The peo - ple all a - round me Shape the  path 1 will go.
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So  which di - rec - tion will it  be? What's the price to pay?
Be - tween a life of  day or night; Help me choose thy light.
Help me to know with whom to walk; Help me Lord to know.
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De - ci - sions de - ter - mine di - rec tion, My ac - tions choose my  course.
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Will T turn towards thee, 0 Fa ther, Or con - tin - ue in re - morse?
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Help me  now, 0 Fa - ther; I kneel to  thee and  pray.
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De - ci - sions de - ter - mine di - rec - tion; Help me choose thy  way.
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Text: Jeftrey Hoopes © 2026
Music: Spencer Hinton © 2026




Teach Me, O Lord

Psalm 25:4-5 | Psalm 86:11-12
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1. Teach me, 0 Lord, to sing thy song
2. Teach me, 0 Lord, to love thy word,
3. Teach me, 0 Lord, to share thy love
4. Teach me, 0 Lord, to know thy will;
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Oof sweet re -  deem ing peace.
All that thy proph ets said,
And point oth - ers to thee,
I long to be like thee,
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Com -  fort my soul with thy pure love
The words you spoke in Gal - i - lee,
So they may sing thy song with me
Re - turn to thee in heav'n a - Dbove
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And all my fears re - lease.
And learn from what I've read.
And hear thy 20s - pel true.
For all e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: Sydney Chamberlin © 2026
Music: Talan Jenkins © 2026




Let God Prevail

Genesis 32:24-30
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I.I  can face my wres - tles brave - ly, E - ven when my arms are frail,
2.1 can climb my mounts with cour - age, Choos - ing faith when sights are veiled,
31 can hear and learn God's wis - dom Through the noise and turn - ing tales,
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With  the pow'r God of - fers dai - ly, When | let his might pre - vail.
With the Sav - ior's  warm as - sur - ance When 1 let his light pre - vail.
As I tune  my ear to lis - ten And let God's true word pre - vail
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To show God my love for him, I climb my own Mount of  Pe - niel
As I come to know my God, I love my own mounts of Pe - niel,
[ can join God's work and glo - ry, Help - ing gath - er Is - ra - el
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I can  then be at  his side by Choos - ing to let God pre - vail
Where 1 work  to see his face by Choos - ing to let God pre - vail
As I let the Sav - ior's mer - cy And his cov - e - nants pre - vail
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Text: Holly Boyd © 2026
Music: Brendon Wheeler © 2026




I Pray, Dear Lord, Please Strengthen Me

1 Peter 5:10 | Mosiah 24:15
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1. Dear Lord, I come  with hum - ble heart; 1 plead to thee thy grace im - part.

2.1 strive to fol - low in thy way, Yet know I fal - ter ev - ery day

3. Please grant me peace from pain and grief; I pray, dear Lord, to find re - lief.

4.I'm weak, dear Lord, I un - der-stand; [  yield to thy en - a - bling hand.
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Free me from pride, from  sin [ plea; I pray, dear Lord, please strength-en me.

I need, dear Lord, that oth - er heart To strength -en  me to do my part.

If no re- prieve, please strength-en me To bear those bur - dens pa - tient-ly.

I take thy yoke most  will - ing - ly; [ know that thou canst strength-en me.
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Text: Patrick Casaday © 2026
Music: Jacob Aird © 2026



Foundations of Faith

Helaman 5:12
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1.As  firm as the pil - lars of heav - en, Foun - da - tions of faith now stand!
2.The words spo - ken forth by the proph - ets, The prayers that in si - lence rise,
3.The rock of our ho - ly Re-deem - er, The prom - ise of bless - ings to be,
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The word of the Lord in  the scrip - tures, The works of the Lord by  his hand!
The hope that gives com - fort in tri - al, The sun - light that bright - ens the skies.
The grace that rains down from heav - en, The of - fring that makes each soul free.
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The light that e - mits from the tem - ple, The spir - it that’s stirred by a song,
For - give - ness be-stowed by an - oth - er, The guid- ance that leads wus a - long,
The bind - ing of loved ones to - geth - er, Re - lief when the jour - ney seemslong,
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The love that we feel in our fam - ‘'lies, Foun - da - tions will keep our faith strong.
The chance for re-form and im - prove - ment, Foun - da - tions will keep our faith strong.
Com - pas - sion for saints and for sin - ners, Foun - da - tions will keep our faith strong.
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Text: Michael Young © 2026
Music:Will Griffis © 2026




A Broken Heart

John 6:48-51 | 3 Nephi 9:20
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1.By thy  grace, our dear Lord, Bro - ken heart I  now place On this
2.As Geth - sem - a - ne's rain Seems fresh - fall - en a - gain, While we
|
| \4 .
its s ° o ¢ s L+ L8]
 I— b [— I
() 4 | |
IL, o I I I I } r—.
[fanY # et I | | I | I I I ]
:jl - | #‘ - - # h I | T\L I i ’
al - far, mine off - 'ring to thee, By torn em - blems, a - ware What sore
drink the pressed fruit of the Vine, And then vow to  re - tain How such
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pains thou did bear, While on Man - na of Life, our souls dine.
love bore such pain, As our  thoughts, words, and deeds be - come thine.
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By thy grace, our dear  Lord  Our whole hearts, be - come  thine— All our
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thoughts, words, and deeds, By thy grace, our dear Lord, be - come thine.
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Text: Terry Gorton © 2026
Music: John Somosa © 2026




Finding Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:25-38 | Luke 19:37-40
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LA faith - ful man named Sim - e - on was prom - ised he would see The
2. When An - naheard the joy - ful sound, she shuf - fled to their side. She
3. Like An - na and like Sim - e - on I en - ter tem - ple doors To
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com - ing of the Son  of God; he wait - ed earn - est - Iy When
rec - og-nized the Ho - ly One and in her heart  she cried She'd
wor - ship and pre - pare for him to come to earth once more. And
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guid - ed to the tem - ple, he found the fam - 'ly there.
served with - in the tem - ple, and though the years  were long,
when I keep my cov' - nants, his pow - er and his peace
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He held the in - fant in his  arms and joy - ful -ly de - clared:
Her fast - ing and her pray'rs were heard. In  thanks she joined the song:
Re - new my faith and heal my  heart, and hope and joy in - crease!
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Text: Janessa Orgill © 2026
Music: Ryan Terry © 2026
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Harmony . * jz.
0 sing hal-le - lu - jah! I'ma wit - ness to his birth!
0 sing hal-le - lu - jah! (0] bless this ba - by boy!
I sing hal-le - lu - jah! I'ma wit - ness that he lives!
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0  sing! O  sing!
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0 sing hal-le - lu - jah! He's a light to all the carth!
0 sing hal-le - lu - jah! Hear the tid - ings of  great joy!
I sing hal-le - lu - jah! For the light and love he gives!
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0 sing! 0 sing!
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(0] sing hal-le - lu - jah! Is-rael's con - so-la - tion bring!
0 sing hal-le - lu - jah! [ can  hear the Mas - ter call!
I sing hal-le - lu - jah! And 1 sing it loud and clear!
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O  sing! 0 sing!
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And  now I may de part in  peace; sal - va - tion I have seen.
Re - demp - tion is in him a - lone to  save us one and all.
The  stones cry out a joy - ful  shout for all the world  to hear!
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