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Having a subject and verb of a sentence disagree is a common mistake to make in a paper, and it is often one that goes unnoticed by the writer. As you edit your writing, consider these subject-verb agreement rules.

Correct						Common Mistakes
	If the sentence has a singular subject, use a singular verb: 	Elvis is (singular) the king of rock. 
	Incorrect: The student write essays every week.

Correct: The student writes essays every week.

	If the sentence has a plural subject, use a plural 
verb:  The Beatles’ guitars are (plural) red. 

	Incorrect: The answers on the test is confusing.

Correct: The answers on the test are confusing.
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1. Two subjects + “and” need a plural verb.
· Elsa and Anna are (plural) royal sisters. 

2. Some subjects that don’t end in “S” are plural and need a plural verb. A few words that follow this rule are women, feet, and teeth. 
· The mice speak (plural) to Cinderella. 

3. Some subjects that end in “S” are not plural and need a singular verb. A few words that follow this rule are Mathematics, Physics, News, and Campus.
· Economics is (singular) all about supply and demand of consumers.
 
4. If “there” is the subject of a sentence, the verb should agree with the subject.
· There was (singular) a genie in the lamp. There were (plural) some thieves in the cave. 

5. Quantities of time, money, and distance always need a singular verb.
· Eight miles is (singular) a typical jogging distance for Captain America.

6. When a sentence uses “each/every/everybody/everyone/everything,” it needs a singular verb. While you are referring to more than one noun with these words, you are referring to them as individuals.
· Each dwarf was (singular) happy with his or her work. Every dwarf was (singular) content. 

7. A number, percentage, or measurement (like half or some) may need a singular or plural verb. 
· One of those doctors makes (singular) the procedures difficult for the rest of them.

8. For subjects joined by “or” / “nor,”  the verb should agree with the last noun 
· Neither my sisters nor my mom wants to go camping
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