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When you use transitions well, your readers are on the same page as you, and your writing is coherent instead of choppy. A good transition does the following:
· Leads one idea smoothly into the next
· Indicates the relationship between ideas

The easiest way to connect all your paragraphs together is to connect every topic sentence to the thesis statement. Topic sentences are also known as claims and relate back to the thesis naturally. They help your essay flow smoothly and connect every idea back to your main idea, or your thesis. 

EXAMPLE: 

“60s music influenced people in a way that would always be remembered for the free-loving and individual spirit. 
	With the 60s coming to an end, artists found a different sound that defined the 70s: disco, soul, and glam. Artists such as Elton John, Queen, and Led Zeppelin took the world by storm with their unique sound.”

[bookmark: _qy53pjy8550q]TRANSITIONAL & TOPIC SENTENCES
Transitional sentences link one paragraph to the next. This is especially important when a new paragraph indicates a small shift in focus. A strong transitional sentence helps clarify both the new topic and the shift.

OVERSTATED TRANSITION
I have just been talking about obvious reasons why people don’t get involved in emergencies. Now I am going to discuss less obvious psychological factors.

STRONG TRANSITION
There are, however, other, less obvious factors which influence the decision to get involved in emergency situations.

[bookmark: _qebmf4rbsymz]TRANSITION WORDS
To help point readers in a slightly new direction, use transition words. They can be useful for improving flow and helping your reader move between your different ideas. They can also help you switch directions with a counter claim, or a different argument in your essay. The chart on the next page shows some examples of some words.


	Sequence
	Contrast
	Cause and Effect
	Time
	Time

	
again

besides

finally

first, second, third…

furthermore

last

moreover

next

still
	
although

despite

however

in spite of

instead

nevertheless

on the contrary 

on the other hand

regardless
	
accordingly

as a result

because

consequently

hence

so

then

therefore

thus
	
as soon as

at last

at that time

immediately

in the meantime

meanwhile

since

soon thereafter

until
	
again 

also

in the same way

likewise

once more

similarly


	Examples
	Summary
	Place
	Concession
	

	
after all

even

for example

for instance

indeed 

in fact

specifically

the following example

to illustrate
	
as a result

as we have seen

as demonstrated

as mentioned

in conclusion

in other words

in short

therefore

to summarize
	
above

adjacent to

below

beyond

closer to

elsewhere

nearby
	
although it is true that

granted that

admittedly

it may appear that

naturally

of course
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